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INTERNATIONAL AVIAN AND HUMAN INFLUENZA SIMULATION EXERCISE
Bangkok, Thailand, from 19 to 20 September 2008
The Emerald Hotel Bangkok
TECHNICAL NOTE

The World Tourism Organization, with the joint collaboration of the Ministry of Tourism and Sports of Thailand, is convening an international Avian and Human Influenza (AHI) simulation exercise, to be held in Bangkok, Thailand, from 19 to 20 September 2008. 

I.
OBJECTIVE OF THE WORKSHOP
AHI still poses a very serious threat to mankind therefore, this event provides a great opportunity to obtain the latest information, the latest techniques, and lessons learnt on contingency planning for an AHI pandemic in the event of the avian flu taking a more aggressive and virulent form that will have serious consequences to the tourism industry.  In addition, this event will be a forum where many participants from the public sector, the private sector and the UN Systems organization dealing with AHI will be present, which will provide a rare opportunity for networking that should not be missed.

The aims of this exercise are to: 
· Explore the special relations a pandemic has when it comes to travellers and tourists in an international environment (foreign territory, crossing borders, etc.);

· Increase awareness and to identify weaknesses of national contingency plans;

· Facilitate intensive surveillance to reduce surprises;

· Encourage fast and sincere reporting, allowing a rapid detection and implementation of control measures to interrupt transmission successfully;

· Train international interactions and evacuations as contingency planning and evacuation exercises are predominantly national business and usually not internationally coordinated.

II.
METHODOLOGY
The workshop is a two-day event. The workshop will be in an interactive and instructive way as well: it will consist of a plenary where participants are introduced to the exercise and guided through the different scenarios, and working groups for discussions where participants are divided into groups where internal discussions based on the scenarios take place.  At the end of each day, participants are regrouped in the plenary where results of each roundtable are presented and discussed.

III.
PARTICIPATION
The workshop is limited to a maximum of 75-100 participants to ensure an interactive and effective working environment.  The workshop is designed for national and regional tourism administrations of UNWTO Member States, UNWTO Affiliate Members, UNWTO Avian Flu Coordinators, members of the Tourism Emergency Response Network, ASEAN NTOs, tourism private sector stakeholders and representatives of UN and other international organizations.
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